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weeks, I've been talking to the people from different areas about the colour-changing niqab, the religious garments

that have caused uproar in Quebec and the rest of Canada. But, by the end of my conversations, I realized I had been
so blinded by the controversy that I hadn't paid much attention to the obvious reason the niqab is so offensive to

westerners: It is the Muslim women who wear them who have no identity other than their faith. And a lot of their faith
depends on how they look. A Muslim wearing a niqab is culturally identified as a Muslim, while a Westerner wearing a
niqab is for some reason a political statement. How many women do you know who wear a niqab who have a job, a
husband and kids and a social life outside of their faith? According to the Pew Research Centre, more than 70% of

women in Muslim-majority countries wear a niqab. They wear them because that's how they define themselves. The
veil is designed to cover every visible area of the body. It's a visual method of obscuring one's identity. The fact that

it can change colour proves that for women who wear it, it's part of their self-image. So, what to do when women
wear a niqab? Well, they can join a convent. The Canadian government is currently funding a program in Afghanistan
that will see thousands of women freed from the "drudgery of poverty and illiteracy" and the "so-called prejudices of
the world" in order to become teachers. Maybe they could learn how to teach by running a qibla wall. The next time I

meet a Muslim woman in Canada wearing a niqab, I'll probably be more open to the idea that there is more to the
niqab than just protesting against a religious practice. And I won't find myself agreeing with someone who tells me

that a woman isn't human enough to marry until she takes her niqab off.
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